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IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT PREVENTING WINTER BURN WITH ANTI-DESSICANTS.
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Winter burn injury is leaf damage that is caused by cold winds which dry out the leaves of evergreens, (Tree’s and Shrubs that keep their leaves through the winter).During the day when temperatures climb above freezing, the Sun pulls moisture to the surface of the leaf (transpiration), causing it to sweat. Some of this moisture evaporates, never to be replaced until spring. The remaining moisture then freezes as temperatures drop below freezing, causing further damage.  See photos above.
 There are products available which can reduce this injury when used properly by one of our Certified Pesticide Applicator’s. They are in a group of products known as ANTI-DESSICANTS or ANTI-TRANSPIRANTS. They create a barrier over the pores (stomates) in the leaves, which allow the plant to breath but reduces water loss through transpiration (daily leaf sweating). Like a winter coat made of breathable wax, Anti-desiccants can also be used when transplanting trees and shrubs and for prolonging the freshness of live foliage decorations like Christmas trees and wreathes.
Winter burn injury can take place whenever the soil freezes and winter winds blow drawing moisture from leaves. Plant roots cannot uptake water from frozen soil to replace the losses experienced in the leaves. The longer these conditions exist, the more moisture is lost and death of leaf tissue results. Plants that hold their leaves (evergreens) over the winter are vulnerable, broadleaf types are more susceptible than the needle type evergreens due to the larger surface area of their leaves. The most common months for this to occur on Long Island are late December, January and February.
To prevent winter burn injury we need to apply an ANTI-DESSICANT in December, January and February. One late fall application is not enough. Just as your Winter Coat would deteriorate if left outside all month, ANTI-DESSICANTS naturally break down after 30 days.

Here is a partial list of evergreen plants that are susceptible, especially if used as a wind screen.
· Hollies

· Forsythia

· Aucuba
· Euonymus 

· Rhododendrons and evergreen Azaleas 

· Cherry Laurel 

· Mountain Laurel 

· Japanese Pieris (Andromeda) 

· Ivy 

· Boxwoods

· Cedars

· Spruces

· Pines
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Please call our office now to be included in this important step towards maintaining your favorite outdoor living space.
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Best regards,
Dom, Phil and the entire Dom’s Landscaping team.








